
BOOK
REPAIR
O N  A  S H O E S T R I N G

L E A H  H A M I LTO N , P H E L P S  L I B R A RY



Workshop 
Overview





Why do 
in - house 

book
repai r?



When Making Repair 
Decisions Consider...

Å Condition

Å Value

Å Use and Need

Å Timeliness

Å Value



These procedures and 
techniques are suitable to 
repair CIRCULATING
collections in:

ÅPublic Libraries

ÅSchool Libraries

ÅCollege Libraries

ÅCorrectional Facilities (sharp tools?)

ÅPersonal collections (not rare)



These procedures and 
techniques are NOT
suitable for collections in:

ÅSpecial Collections

ÅArchives

ÅRare books repositories

ÅValuable or meaningful historic 

collections



Co mmon Probl ems



¡Fhwdc¢ ax ` Qt`bj



Survival of the Fittest



Death by Stovetop



Power of the Post -It



Broken Hearted



The Faux Sew



LOW HUMIDITY:
ÅDry nose, skin, and throat

ÅCracked fingertips

ÅShrinking wood floors

ÅLots of static electricity

ÅMore likely in older homes / less energy -efficient homes

HIGH HUMIDITY :
ÅStained walls and ceilings

ÅPeeling paint and wallpaper

ÅMold, mildew, and rot on walls and surfaces

ÅInsect infestation

ÅMore likely hm ¡shfgs¢ gntrdr / ghfgkx dmdqfx-efficient 

homes

ENVIRONMENTAL

WARNING SIGNS



HYGROMETER
_ _ _ _ _ _ _

EXAMPLE:
ACURITE INDOOR 

HUMIDITY MONITOR

Around $10 at:

Å Amazon

Å Home Depot

Å Lowes

Å Target

Å Walmart

Å & elsewhere



LOW HUMIDITY:

Å Use a humidifier (change filters regularly!)

Å Add a water feature, such as a small water fountain

HIGH HUMIDITY :

Å Add a dehumidifier (change filters regularly!)

Å Installing exhaust fans in areas of high humidity

Å Silica Gel Desiccants

ENVIRONMENTAL

SOLUTIONS





Bo ok Structu re











G rain Directio n



Di saster Recove ry



SPIT
ON IT

(IT MUST BE 
YOUR OWN!)



WATER

LEAKS 

(Plumbing, Windows)

DROPS

(Snow, Puddle, Toilet)

CARELESSNESS

(Drink Spills, Falls) 








