
BOOK
REPAIR
O N  A  S H O E S T R I N G

L E A H  H A M I LTO N , P H E L P S  L I B R A RY



Workshop 
Overview





Why do 
in-house 

book
repair?



When Making Repair 
Decisions Consider...

• Condition

• Value

• Use and Need

• Timeliness

• Value



These procedures and 
techniques are suitable to 
repair CIRCULATING
collections in:

• Public Libraries

• School Libraries

• College Libraries

• Correctional Facilities (sharp tools?)

• Personal collections (not rare)



These procedures and 
techniques are NOT
suitable for collections in:

• Special Collections

• Archives

• Rare books repositories

• Valuable or meaningful historic 

collections



Common Problems



“Fixed” by a Quack



Survival of the Fittest



Death by Stovetop



Power of the Post-It



Broken Hearted



The Faux Sew



LOW HUMIDITY:
• Dry nose, skin, and throat

• Cracked fingertips

• Shrinking wood floors

• Lots of static electricity

• More likely in older homes / less energy-efficient homes

HIGH HUMIDITY:
• Stained walls and ceilings

• Peeling paint and wallpaper

• Mold, mildew, and rot on walls and surfaces

• Insect infestation

• More likely in “tight” houses / highly energy-efficient 

homes

ENVIRONMENTAL

WARNING SIGNS



HYGROMETER
_ _ _ _ _ _ _

EXAMPLE:
ACURITE  INDOOR 

HUMIDITY MONITOR

Around $10 at:

• Amazon

• Home Depot

• Lowes

• Target

• Walmart

• & elsewhere



LOW HUMIDITY:

• Use a humidifier (change filters regularly!)

• Add a water feature, such as a small water fountain

HIGH HUMIDITY:

• Add a dehumidifier (change filters regularly!)

• Installing exhaust fans in areas of high humidity

• Silica Gel Desiccants

ENVIRONMENTAL

SOLUTIONS





Bo ok Structure











G rain Direction



Disaster Recovery



SPIT
ON IT

(IT MUST BE 
YOUR OWN!)



WATER

LEAKS 

(Plumbing, Windows)

DROPS

(Snow, Puddle, Toilet)

CARELESSNESS

(Drink Spills, Falls) 









MOLD
IS A HAZARD TO 

YOUR HEALTH!!





WHERE 

TO 

FIND 

MOLD

• Look underneath the 

dustjacket.

• Investigate the 

squares.

• Check the head and 

endcaps.

• Look inside the covers.

• Have a look at the 

edges of the book.



WHY,

OH
WHY?

• Environment is too moist and 

humid

• Air is not circulating

• Mold loves the dark

• Mold and mildew lives on 

organic materials (leather, 

wood, paper, cloth)

• Becomes active and sends out 

spores, travelling throughout 

your environment



Mold 

doesn’t die;
it just sleeps & 

waits for an 
opportune moment.



STEPS

TO 

TAKE

• Active mold will smudge 

and smear.  Dormant 

mold will brush off.

• Protective clothing, 

gloves and a face mask 

should be worn while 

handling moldy 

materials

• Do not attempt to clean 

moldy materials your 

home or office, as the 

mold spores will be 

released into the air



• Place items in a sealed 

bag and bring outdoors 

into the sunshine

• Once the mold is dry, 

use a HEPA vacuum or 

small brush outdoors

• Wash hands with warm 

soap and water

• Take action to prevent 

further mold growth (a 

dry environment with 

circulating air)

STEPS

TO 

TAKE



Tools Materials





Repair Techniques



Paper Repair

S T R A I G H T  T E A R S  ( F I L M O P L A S T )











Paper Repair

S T R A I G H T  T E A R S  ( H E AT  S E T  T I S S U E )













Paper Repair

C U R V E D, F E AT H E R E D  T E A R S











Tipping In

A  S I N G L E  PA G E













Tipping In

S E V E R A L  L E AV E S













Tipping In

S I G N AT U R E S

















Hinge 
Tightening













Inner Joint  
Repair



























Double Fan 

Adhesive 

Binding









Catbinding





























Recommendations



1. Order supplies from reliable sources

2. Get samples before ordering large 

quantities

3. Buy in larger quantities for best prices, 

get bids, or batch order with other 

libraries

4. Buy the best quality you can

5. Keep all equipment & tools clean & 

sharp



6. Always clean up you work area when 

finished for the day

7. Train staff who are interested in book 

repair & who have some manual dexterity

8. Develop book repair policies & 

procedures

9. Integrate book repair activities into 

employee responsibilities
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